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SUBJECT: SIGNATURE OF SALINITY AGREEMENT 
POR THE SECRETARY PROM MC BRIDE 

1 . THE EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN RABASA AND ME YESTERDAY 
CONCLUDING THE COLORADO RIVER SALINITY PROBLEM BRINGS TO A CLOSE 
A NEGOTIATION WHICH HAS BEEN ACTIVE DURING THE PAST FOUR YEARS 
AND EVEN EARLIER. THE RESOLUTION OP THIS IMMENSELY COMPLICATED 
AND THORNY MATTER RESOLVES THE LAST MAJOR POLITICAL PROBLEM 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO, PREVIOUS MAIN OUTSTANDING 
ISSUES HAVING BEEN NEGOTIATED BY YOU WITH CARRILLO PLORES TERMINATING 
IN THE PUERTO VALLARTA AGREEMENT OP 1970. THIS YOU WILL OF COURSE 
RECALL REPRESENTED AN OVERALL BOUNDARY SETTLEMENT. 

2. THE TERMINATION NOW OF THE SALINITY PROBLEM IS A TRIBUTE TO 
THE PATIENCE AND PERSISTENCE WITH WHICH YOU AND AMBASSADOR 
BROWNELL HAVE NEGOTIATED WITH THE MEXICANS WHO HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
PIRM AND PREQUENTLY DIPPICULT AND EVEN UNREASONABLE IN THEIR 
DEMANDS. IT IS PARTICULARLY GRATIPYING THAT WE HAVE BEEN WILLING 
TO CONTINUE STEADPASTLY IN THIS NEGOTIATION TO ITS CONCLUSION 

IN SPITE OP THE ANNOYANCES AND DIPPICULTIES ALONG THE ROAD. IT 

IS OP COURSE TOO BAD THAT THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION OP PRESIDENT 
DIAZ ORDEZ AT THE LAST MOMENT CHOSE NOT TO ACCEPT YOUR PROPOSAL 
OP JULY 1970 ON SALINITY AS THIS WOULD HAVE SAVED US A LARGE 
AMOUNT OF MONEY. HOWEVER, NOW NEARLY THREE YEARS OP NEGOTIATIONS 
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TERMINATED AND I THINK THAT YOU PERSONALLY WITH AMBASSADOR 
BROWNELL CAN TAKE THE CREDIT FOR ENDING THIS VERY LONG-STANDING 
SORE POINT IN OUR RELATIONS, ONE WHICH THE MEXICANS COULD 
AGITATE AT WILL IN VIEW OF ITS EMOTIONAL CONNOTATIONS PARTICULARLY 
IN THE MEXICALI VALLEY. I BELIEVE THAT ITS SOLUTION WILL HAVE 
PERMANENTLY BENEFICIAL EFFECTS IN OUR RELATIONS WITH MEXICO AND 
CAN BE POINTED TO BY US WITH PRIDE AS AN EXAMPLE OF OUR FAIR AND 
JUST DEALINGS WITH OUR NEIGHBORS. AT THE SAME TIME THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERNATIONAL COURT CASE WITH ALL OF ITS 
POTENTIALLY UNPLEASANT CONNOTATIONS HAS BEEN ELIMINATED. 

3. IN CONNECTION WITH THE LAST RATHER HECTIC ACTIVITIES OF THIS 
WEEK IN ORDER TO MEET THE MEXICAN WISHES TO GET THE PUBLICITY OUT 
ON THIS AGREEMENT BEFORE ECHEVERRIA'S STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE 
TOMORROW I WOULD LIKE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE CONSTANT HELP OF 
EATON AND MEXICAN COUNTRY DIRECTOR TORREY WITH WHOM WE HAVE 
CONSTANTLY BEEN ON THE TELEPHONE. FINALLY AS WITH GREAT REGRET 
WE SEE YOU DEPART, MR. SECRETARY, I BELIEVE YOU MUST BE PERSONALLY 
PROUD OF THIS ACCOMPLISHMENT AS WELL AS OF THE GENERAL EXCELLENT 
STATE OF OUR RELATIONS WITH MEXICO IN WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN SO 
ACTIVIE AND DEVOTED. 

MCBRIDE 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION PER SS-0 MR. FINNERTY. 
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